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Grand Knights Message

We are nearing the end of the 2024-2025 fiscal year. It has been a year full of activities and we still have quite a few
still to come. With all the programs and activities our council has completed to date this fiscal year, we have met our
quotas in all four areas: Life, Family, Faith and Community. Thanks everyone for a job well done. Upcoming events in
May and June include our annual corn hole tournament, family picnic, staffing the Big 6 booth at Oser-Roth fest, and
serving lunch at Ronald McDonald House.

Also, please prayerfully consider talking up the Knights of Columbus and asking a brother, son, friend, and/or fellow
parishioner to join our council. We need at least 4 more men to join our council by the end of June to obtain Star Coun-
cil status once again. This is the highest award a council can attain.

Vivat Jesus,

Mike

Election of Officers List

Nomination for 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Officers
Grand Knight Ed Hoffroggee
Deputy Grand Knight Bob Rischmann
Chancellor Kyle Dupler
Treasurer Carl Braun
Advocate John Toerner
Inside Guard Ken Merck
Outside Guard Gil Carr
Warden Joe Bredestege
Recorder Ron Pastrick
Trustee 3 year Mike Groh Trustee 2 year Rich Joesting Trustee 1 year Jon Dingler



From The Desk of Fr. Jerry

Mercy Family have done well and are off to a good start. We are still just beginning and the whole process will take
five or ten years. Some still think that the Beacons process is due to the priest shortage. We sure could use more
priests. We ordained seven men last year and seven others the year before. This year we will be ordaining two. | am
pleased that our Pastor Fr. Don has welcomed seminarians and seminary interns to our parishes. | have enjoyed
getting to know them. Also, it is good for these men to experience different parishes and for parishioners to see
them. The good news is that our new priests are excellent men - better trained and prepared than | was forty years
ago.

The big dilemma is the decline in the number of active Catholics. | used to assume that this was just happening in
urban areas where there was big demographic change. A lot of people have moved out of the cities. However, the
dilemma is much more widespread. There are lots of half empty parish churches across the Archdiocese. At some
point something has to give. It is amazing to me how someone whose family has been Catholic for literally over a
thousand years can just walk away from the Faith in a generation or two. This is also the biggest family dilemma that
people ask me about.

The good news is that we have wonderful lay ministers and volunteers. | have watched this unfold over the past forty
years and it is clearly the work of the Holy Spirit.

Pray for our new Archbishop. He is younger than me.

Ken Gardner First District Deputy for Our Council

In the spring of 1985, a young pup joined the Knights of Columbus “just to play softball”. He thought he might go to a
meeting or two but was not going to be active. Sound familiar Charlie and Paul? Ten short years later in 1995, he was a
Past Grand Knight, in his fourth year as District Deputy, and was the program director at Purcell Council. That young
pup is addressing you today, with 40 plus years of membership. In my last year as District Deputy, Supreme Council
was beginning a push to start parish-based councils. This was at a time when hall-based councils had 500 to 1000
members. Councils such as Archbishop Purcell, Mother Seton, Harrison, Northside, and Father Butler were some of the
biggest. | believe Northside was over 1200 members at that time. In the state of Ohio, District Deputies were tasked
with looking for a local parish to start a new council at. Somehow, | heard that Fr. Harry Gerdes had been assigned to
St. Joseph Parish in North Bend. | knew Fr. Harry because he was the chaplain at Purcell Council while he served at Ho-
ly Family until he was transferred to Fairfield in the early 90’s. | knew that he loved the Knights of Columbus and what
we stand for. | looked at a map (that | probably pulled out of a phone book) and saw that there were really no councils
in the Three Rivers area. | contacted Fr. Harry and he was all in. | think he needed to supplement his income by win-
ning a bunch of split the pots. All kidding aside, we could not have asked for a better pastor and Charter Chaplain to
work with. We started the new council development in early 1995. Several organizational meetings were held with
good results. We pulled Our Lady of Visitation into the mix and things took off.
At one of the organizational meeting, | was rattling off all the good works of Purcell council, 800 members strong.
Dances, a family picnic that drew 500 people, raising thousands of dollars for Measure Up, and helping the community
with many programs. Then someone asked the question that will stick in my mind forever, “But what can just 30 guys
do?” My mind went blank, what can 30 guys do? | knew what large councils could do, since that is all | really knew
about. | didn’t even know of any parish based councils. | can’t remember the answer | gave, but it must have had been
good enough to keep everyone interested. St. Joseph of the Three Rivers chartered on March 29, 1995. Right off the
bat they knew what needed to be done to be a Knight. One of the first donations we made was to purchase an Alb for
a seminarian, Fr. Brian Reif. That expenditure took half of our treasury.
So, what did those first 30 guys do? They built a council with almost 200 members, raising hundreds of thousands of
dollars, donation tens of thousand ofhours of service. It wasn’t always easy. One other memory that sticks in my mind
is when we started running the Our Lady of Visitation Fish Fry. The first night was a disaster. We must have looked like
a bunch of chickens running around with our heads cut off. We had put out a suggestion box, and one read “you guys
need to get some women involved!” Once we did that the Fish Fry turned into one of our biggest fundraisers.
Fast forward to the spring of 2012. | was in the process of fulfilling a long time dream of forming a new council at my
home parish of St. Dominic in Delhi. | needed some Knights who knew the benefits of membership to assist with
Continued on Page 3



Continued from page 2 Ken Gardner message

Church Drives at the parish. The members of St. Joseph of the Three Rivers stepped up to the plate and manned the
doors after masses to hand out recruitment material and answer questions. Within a short time we met the require-
ment of 30 men and St. Dominic-Delhi Council #15533 was chartered on July 2, 2012. This time when | was asked “But
what can just 30 guys do?”, | had the answer. | also knew the game plan for a small parish based council to succeed,
and currently with approximately 60 members and over $15,000.00 distributed to charity last year St. Dominic-Delhi is
following in the steps of St. Joseph of the Three Rivers. And those big, hall councils? They put so much effort into
keeping the hall open they lost their vision of what we are all about. Most have moved into parishes.

Be proud of what this council has done and will do in the future!

Mike Felerski State Secretary’s Message at Our 30th Anniversary

Good evening everyone. It is truly an honor being here to celebrate this historic anniversary with all of you today.
Thank you for the introduction but aside from being the State Secretary, many of you remember me from the days
when | wasthe District Deputy for Saint Joe’s council a few years ago. Here was this green District Deputy walking into
one of the most successful councils in not only hisdistrict but | would argue all of the Ohio Jurisdiction!

When you are a district deputy you deal with all types of councils, successful and not so successful. When you
visit struggling councils you have to be prepared to provide all kinds of answers, solutions to problems, and find a way
to keep spirits up and be the cheerleader. Visiting 11550 was great because instead of being the counselor | was the
student. | learned a lot from Three Rivers and it was fun.

| also had three councils who met on the same nights so | made the decision to primarily attend the Three Rivers
social meetings since you had the business end of things well taken care of. This gave me a reputation of “only showing
up for the fun stuff”. | do miss the beer tastings, the Souper bowl socials (loved those fresh pretzels - thank you Bob
Nieporte, RIP), and even the pancake breakfasts right across the street and that reminds me of a story. One time after
Mass at my home parish my son and | drove down to get pancakes, and who was the first person | met walking into the
door it was Tony Pagano. Tony was one of the best recruiters | knew and right there he told me he had already signed
up three new members and had one more filling out the Form 100 “right over there”. | also had the honor of pre-
senting double star council awards to Tony at the annual Christmas parties.

A lot of great leaders have been members of this council. Some gone like Tony, and some still with us doing the
great work of the Knights. When you become a district deputy every one of the councils in your district become your
home council, and that is for life. | will never forget the good times and the great friendships.

Thank you so very much for adopting me and | look forward the council’s success over the next 30 years.

God Bless and Vivat Jesus!

Family Director Don Larrick

Many THANKS goes out to all our members who made our Awards Program such a BIG Success. The most people ev-
er. Thanks to Mike, Joachim, Ken, Denny and Ed for going down early and setting up, to Steve for coordinating, Ed and
Barb for getting the food, cooking and baking, setting up and cleaning up, to all our presenters, to Paul for handling the
award plaques, to John for doing the Programs and Scholarship Certificates, and finally to all our Award Winners for all
they do for our Council, Community and Parishes and Schools.

FAMILY PICNIC
Our next big Family Event is our Annual Family Picnic. This year's date is Tuesday, June 24th. The Picnic will be held in
the Pavilion over in St. Joseph's Garden. You can arrive at . .

6:00 with dinner being served at 6:30. We will have games Council Website and Facebook
for the entire Family after we eat. Additional information
will be sent out in early June. This is a FUN event for all our Wepgite at: stjosephkofc.org
members, their families, children and grandchildren

HAVE FUN Facebook: “Knights of Columbus, Saint Joseph’s North Bend".




Steve Rodenbeck Council Program Director

The highlight for the month of April was our Annual Awards’ Night Program. Awards were given out for
Knight of the Year ( John Toerner); Volunteer of the Year (Paul Leisring); Religious of the Year (Reverend Martin
Bachman); Lady of the Year (Sharon Larrick); Youth of the Year (Callum Taylor); Blue Coat of the Year (Robin Reid); and
Family of the Year (Zack Pope Family). In addition, the winners for the Dehmer- Nieporte Scholarship Program were
announced. The event was well attended as we had in excess of 80 people present. | thought the event was real
special and it was followed by a Social in the Hospitality Room. All the winners were quite deserving and they had the
support of their families. Thanks to all who helped out with this Program.

The month of May will feature our annual Cornhole Tournament for our Social. It will be held in the Parking
lot outside St. Joe’s Church and Jim Bischoff will be manning the grill. Contestants are welcome to give Joachim a
challenge. Come to this event and enjoy the comradery. During the month of May the Council will also be sponsoring
another meal at the Ronald McDonald House in addition to another Bingo night at the Nursing Home on Jandar
Acres. Jim Bischoff is also holding the Councils Fishing Derby. Looking ahead, the Social in June will be our annual
Family Picnic which will be held at the Pavillion across the street from St. Joe’s Church. More details will follow as to
this event.

Our Council has had a truly successful year from the perspective of Programs. According to the State system
our Council has maxed out on available points for Programs. Special credit goes to our individual Program Directors-

Paul Beck (Community); Don Larrick (Family); Mike Groh (Life); and Ken Merk and Joachim Fischesser (Faith).

We have sold over 700 tickets so far, with ticket sales continuing until May 9. Last year we sold 940 tickets
and earned over $2800 profit for our Council. Please keep selling the tickets you have, and if you need
more you can call or email John Toerner. You can mail tickets to John, or have John pick them up at your
residence. Our top sellers so far:

Charlie Wilke — 120 Steve Rodenbeck — 37 Denny Murray — 29
Joachim Fischesser — 26 Jim Bischoff—24  Steve Duebber—-21 Mike Groh - 20

Let’s keep the sales going and reach our goal! John Toerner (513-659-1704) toernerd@fuse.net

Recognition of your Military Service.

There will be four Honor Flights to Washington DC this year.

Any new veteran to join our council in 2025 is asked to share the following information.
Your branch of service.

The date you enlisted in the service and the date you were discharged.

Your job profession title (and abbreviation) and the highest rank you held.

Please share this information with Brother Knight Don Larrick.

He will add your information to our annual Veteran's Mass in November.

And let us know if you would like to be considered for an Honor Flight.

Thank you for your service.



From the Desk of the

Financial Secretary

Program Chairs have been asked for their funding needs
for the 2025-2026 fraternal year.

If you are a program chair, please send your recommen-
dations to the chairman.

The final draft will be presented to the membership in
April for review and the vote to approve will be in May.

Twenty-two members have not renewed their member-
ship dues of $25.00.

Four members have not renewed their membership for
two years - $50.00

Six members have not renewed their membership for
three or more years.

Remember, you can go to our website and pay your dues
through PayPal.Each year we ask you to tell us how many
hours you have spent doing K of C activities. The report is
due to the Supreme Office by January 31st. To date, thred
members have submitted their report. You can view the
report at “ https://www.kofc.org/annual survey”.

Treasurer’s Report
Marrch 2025

Beginning Balance $24,798.91
Less Expenses $6,135.39

$18,663.52
Plus Income $1,044.85
Ending Balance $19,708.37
CD1 $5,757.13
CD 2 $10,782.29
Total Funds $36,247.79

Congratulations Ohio!

We have achieved yet another
milestone on the journey to 2,000
new members and our Circle of
Honor goal!

As of today, we have ob-
tained 1,604 new Brother
Knights for Ohio this fraternal
year!

This success means that we need
fewer than 396 new mem-

bers to make our Circle of Honor
Goal!

STAR COUNCIL AWARD

We now need to work on achieving
our goal of 59 Star Coun-

cils. The Star Council

Award recognizes outstanding
achievement in membership growth,
insurance, programming and overall
operations. Earning a Star Council
Award is the indicator of a high per-
forming Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil and a goal of which every council
should strive.

FOUNDER'S AWARD

The Founders’ Award recognizes
excellence in the promotion of our
insurance and fraternal benefits. All
councils must host/promote at least
two Fraternal Benefit Events during
the fraternal year.




Our current membership is:
136 Associate Members
45 Insured Members
2 Inactive
Of these members there are
35 Honorary Life Members
2 Honorary Members
44 Fourth Degree Members

New E-Membership

"HOW TO" VIDEO

Remember, we also have a how to
video on the State of Ohio's K of C
YouTube page. This will show the
entire process of how to sign a man up
online! https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6kZFgaGKgEw

PARISH BULLETIN INCENTIVE!
Finally, please don't forget about the
parish bulletin incentive we have
going on right now for E-Membership.
For more details, go to kofcohio.org/
membership

Please reach out to me for any
questions you may have.

Thank you and Vivat Jesus!

Greg Singlar
State E-Membership Coordinator

Our Faith Programs

By Ken Merk

Mike Groh Life Director

Every Saturday there is a Pro-Life Mass followed by
a prayer vigil. The mass is at Holy

Name Church, 2422 Auburn Ave., at 8:00am. After
mass there is a short walk down the

street where a prayer vigil is held on the sidewalk in
front of Planned Parenthood to pray

for the rights of the unborn children.




Council Awards |
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A&S Electric Supply, Inc. ' Apparel Master

Wholesale Distributors — Lighting Showroom The Uniform Professionals
Tom Smith Paul Beck
Web Site: www.A-S-Electric.com 123 Harrison Ave. Harrison, OH 45030
Office # 859-727-1111 Cell # 859-743-7347 513-560-0141
FOR WEEKLY SPECILS,

= RECIPES & COOKING TIMES VSIT

S T HUMBERTMEATS.COM

eighborhood meats.

RAPID RUN 922-598I|
5679 RAPID RUN RD . 6117 Cleves Warsaw at Ebenezer

Paul Wilke & Son, Inc. WWww.meinersmeats.com

m (513)941-4041

Industrial Sheet Metal and Machine Shop
1965 Grand Ave. 921-3163

' * Weddings * Corporate I
Charles Wilke uﬂﬁpm B .« Graduations  * Grill-Outy
L]
- S i 135 Bridgetown Road c 51}3;3’ ::I;:::'T
Qj\"ageto'vlz iCincinnati, Ohio 45248 :

FINER MEATS iFax: (513)574-3015 www atllivansfamilyfoods.com  sullivans@ fose. el
(513)574-3100 {Wine: (513)574-3900

T — PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Check out our councils Facebook page

“Knights of Columbus, Saint Joseph’s North Bend”.



Web Site / Kyle Dupler

Fr. McGivney

Please visit our website
at stjosephkofc.org

Send any comments or
suggestions to webmas-
ter@stjosephkofc.org

Baseball’s connection with the Knights of Columbus.
Our meeting started with a quote from Sparky An-
derson “Learn something new every day.” Father
McGivney played baseball. Babe Ruth was a Knight
of Columbus. Jim O’'Rourke who had the first hit in
the new National League in 1876 was a Knight.
Finally, by 1910, 18 World Series were managed by a
coach who was a Knight.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAVERS:

Pope Francis  Archbishop Schnurr ~ Fr. Jerry Ross Lanter Ron Roehrig Betty Burwinkel

Tim Leigh Mike Ellert Tom Butz
Carol Groh Ben Staubach & Family

Kathy Davis Mike Kathman Rose Mary Niehe
Pray for cure of Alzheimer's Active Military

2nd Annual Fishing Derby

Camping Weekend May 30 - June 1

DIVINE MERCY FAMILY OF PARISHES
Saint Joseph of the Three Rivers
Knights of Columbus Council 11550

Catch and Release
FISHING DERBY
SOUTH WESTERN OHIO
CONSERVATION CLUB
Saturday, May 31, 2025
11AM to 2PM
6084 Morgan Road, Cleves, OH 45002

Contact Jim Bischoff at 513-574-4825

Or email: jpponds@fuse.net to register to fish.

Lunch will be provided to everyone.
Awards presented for longest

Pan Fish == Bass Fish == Catfish

Age groups 5 & Under

6to7and 8to11and 12 to 16.

We have 18 slots open for camping this year for the
Fishing Derby. Please register by May 15th. Saturday
evening meal will be a potluck cook out with the council
providing burgers, brats, metts, and hotdogs.




